Dexter cattle & HLS
Extracts from Nibblers online discussion group
As Dexters are not native to the UK (unlike Irish Moiled cows which are from
Northern Ireland), there is a real possibility they will not be on the list of
breeds covered within a Native Breed Scheme element within the proposed
Higher Tier. They are currently on the TBI list. I think it would be a mistake to
exclude this (and perhaps other breeds) on a technicality, rather than the
contribution they make to nature, landscape and genetic conservation.
Do others share the view that the breed has special characteristics which lead
them to excel over native breeds in certain circumstances. Should GAP put a
case for including Dexters within such a scheme?
I have found Dexters to be unparalleled in grazing very steep slopes (such as
at Corfe Castle Mound) and dealing with public pressure. Their low height /
size is the crucial difference. To remove them from this list could
disadvantage graziers already working closely with
conservation organisations.
David Hodd
Countryside Manager
Purbeck Estate
01929 450259 ext 22

David,
This is a very good point and I strongly agree with your view that they should
be included. Julian Hosking, Regional Land Agent for EN in Taunton (01823
250851) has been closely involved with DEFRA on the list issue and has
made the case for Dexters to be included as a special case where
appropriate. You may want to check with Julian as to the exact
wording.
Jeremy
David
I agree totally with David's view on Dexters. I have discussed the issue with
Julian Hosking and we are both of the the opinion that Dexters an excellent
breed for nature conservation.
On the two Dorset sites that I deal with what have Dexters they have proved
to be an outstanding breed. Just as a quick example, on a steep chalk
dowland site that had become pretty rank and partly scrubbed over in the last
five years the Dexters have chomped through practically everything to restore

the grassland in little over a year. They have been outwintered without any
problems and because of their size poaching has not been a problem.
All the virtues of the breed need to be further extolled and promoted and at
the very least there should be a special case for including Dexters (and
Kerry?) in the new HLS. Maybe what the TBI and the HLS should have is a
category of conservation breed. Ignoring the debate about Koniks versus
Exmoors, on key sites where a livestock breed is proving its worth should this
not be recognised?
Sean Cooch
English Nature - Dorset Team

