Cattle Grids and cyclists
Extracts from Nibblers online discussion group
I have had an enquiry about a grazing scheme on a common which would need cattle grids,
but was concerned about the impact on cyclists. I have encountered this issue before. I
know bikes will go over grids, but not all cyclists are after that frisson of excitement, off
roading danger and discomfort. Has anyone else found out good / bad practice with
respect to cattle grids and cycling? Are there any bicycle friendly cattle grids on the market?
With cattle grids being a bit of a novelty here in the lowlands, there is lots to learn from
upland colleagues I suspect.
Cheers
David Hodd

David,
As a cyclist on Dartmoor roads, I regularly ride over cattle grids. They are generally fine as
long as they are one-piece grids. Some wide spans are covered by two grids which have
caused several serious accidents where a bicycle wheel has gone down between the
central meeting point of the two halves, catapulting the rider into the road...!
Hope you have a large budget!
Norman Baldock

David
I'm not totally sure that cattle grids are that much of novelty in the lowlands the New Forest
is covered with them. It may be worthwhile contacting Forest Enterprise at Queens House
and Hants Highway people. They may be able to advise on best practice in the New Forest
where the number of cyclists is huge.
As a keen cyclist I can honestly say cattle grids are not the most pleasant things to ride
over and it is definitely a good idea to get a bit of speed up if you are brave enough to go
over them! I think going through a bypass gate is the safer option and probably what you
will require.
Perhaps now I'm over 35 the thrill of buckled wheels and breaking my neck is not quite so
appealing!!
Sean Cooch
English Nature Dorset Team

David
You may like to contact the Cambridge Cycle Campaign. They have installed
small cattle grids on some cycle paths.
http://www.camcycle.org.uk/newsletters/23/article19.html
We have a couple of cattle grids on Burnham Beeches with side gates for horse riders,
pedestrians and cyclists. From casual observation, the majority of cyclists tend not to use

the gates and this does not seem to be a problem. Our grids are made of box section
rather than of tubular bars, this gives a flatter surface and may be easier to ride over.
Mark

