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A Note from the Editor

This issue of The Grazier Is focussed on the role of
equines in conservation grazing. The use of native
breeds of ponles has increased in recent years
and under the correct management they have
proved to be a valuable asset,

Like all ivestock managing equines Is not without
its chalenges as outiined by some of articles In
this issue. However, the attributes of these ponies
provide many benefits which are clearly llustrated
by the breed socleties that support them and the
success of pony grazing schemes.

In the last issue we mentioned the grant we had
received from the Herltage Lottery Fund to run a
traineeship scheme. After submitting a detailed
training plan to HLF we now have full approval 1o
go ahead with the project. We will be
advertising the full detaills of the 2011
placements soon, please contact us i you
would like to be notiied when further details
become available.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year from GAR




Exmoor Pony Grazing in the Suffolk Sandlings

The Sandlings area of East Suffolk has historically
been associated with sheep grazing as the
numerous ‘'walks’ in local place names indicate.
After a long absence GSuffolk Wikdlife Trust
reintroduced sheep to local heathland using
Speckle-faced Beulah and later Hebridean sheep
and achleved a high degree of control owver
regenerating birch and pine seedliings following
restoration from scrub, tree and bracken stands.
Howewver, large areas of the heaths remained
untouched by the sheep and had developed into
monocultures of mature common  heather, tall
birchh and pine scrub and stands of dense
bracken. Tree and bracken litter clearances had
left a large scale mosaic of ploneser heath with
regenerating gorse, birch and pine and areas of
forestry plantation with heath ride systerms and
glades. Mechanical and chemical solutions to
these were and are still used but a less intensive
and more cost effective approach to longer term
management was sought using larger grazing
animals which would forge into tal, dense
vegetation and more enclosed forest areas and
complement the sheep by tackling taller scrub.

Exmoor ponies had been tried and tested In
conservation grazing and after weighing up a
number of factors such as cost, availability,
robustness, breed integrity and status, staff
interast and knowledge and the administration
and management time reguired they were chosen
over cattle and other breeds of pony. We made
contact with the Moorland Mousie Trust and
autumn 2007 saw the arrival of 5 three year old
gelding ponies from Exmoor via Morthumberiand
where they had been used as conservation
grazers on heathland sites.

They came bucket trained and used to being
gathered but further tralning has paid off
especialy when gathering on large sites. So

whilst not tame by any means they will generally
go into a pen and traller fairly easily. A gentle
approach is less stressful all round as ponies
are easily spooked but once In the pen a firmer
hand can be required especially to push them
into the crush. Cattle hurdles are used to gather
the ponies and together with a crush made
from two Bft hurdles lined with marine ply and
gated either end this makes treatment relatively
easy. We have learned to set up the corral
away from sheep fences as one hopped over
during a gather.

Working with animals always has these testing
maoments of course and with all the training In the
world once they are outside an enclosure it can
be difficult to get them back inl Four ponides were
let out of a permanent fenced area where the
gate had to be left unlocked for public access.
This led to a cat and mouse chase through
forest, heath and arable land untll the semnvices of
a tame pony from the local riding stables were
employed to lure them into a paddock, from
where they were gathered qguite easily.

Unfortunately during the first year one pony had
to be put down after injuring its back. Other than
this little intervention has been reguired. We
sprayed some animals for a lice problemn this
spring and annual worming treatment is given via
a bucket feed. Hooves grow longer than some
horse riders think they should but the tips tend to
break off and as yel no timming has been
needed. The firm sandy ground may help.
Feeding by members of the public has been an
issue with small scale but regular feeding with
carrots, especially when being harvested from
surrounding fields, apples and oddly potatoes.
There was a potential link with frozen carrots and
an attack of colic resulling in one pony being
confined for a while and fed on bran. There may
be a perception that they are not being fed
properly or just a desire to get closer to them as
they are great characters. We have erected
signs to discourage this as we want them
sufficiently tame to come to a bucket but not so
tarme that they become a pest to visitors.
Discouraging our wvolunteer checkers from
feading titbits is also required!




During the spring, summer and autumn they
spend most of thelr time on short acid grassland
but move through and nibble gorse, heather and
bracken stands. They overwinter on the heaths
with only very small amounts of coarse mix, hay or
birch tree hay in extreme weather. Where present,
western and common gorse comprise a
significant part of thelr winter diet along with nettle
roots, grass, sand sedge, pine needles, bramble,
elm, birch and oak bark. Their technique with
gorsa Is interesting, either pawing low growth with
thedr hooves, presumably to soften it, or nibbling
off shoots and turning them in their lips to take
them in backwards. After a period of confinement
within an electric fence in the early spring they also
encouragingly nibbled the tips of low birch scrub
and again in the autumn just before leaf fall and
after other food had run out. Some movement to
grassier heathland sites has been required to give
them a boost in the spring. In the summer they
have grazed successiully alongside the sheep.
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Fastures New

The experience and confidence bullt up over the
first elghteen months led to the purchase of 9
more ponles ranging in age from 2 to 9 years old
and inavitably the desire to push the boundaries a
little further.

We had successfully tried the ponies in electric
fencing within a larger enclosure and saw an
opportunity to use them on new areas of
urenclosed heathland. Recent legislation has
simplified the procedure for temporary fencing
allowing up to 10% or 10 hectares of a Common
to be fenced at any one time provided access is
maintained. A notice is posted on site declaring
an exemption from the reguirement for congsent

Thedr popularity with the public and acceptance of
them where sheep grazing would have been
difficult or caused conflict led to an agreement with
Blaxhall Parish Councll to try them within
temporary eectric fenced enclosures on Blaxhall
Common S533I, which SWT manages on their
behalf. This had been agreed in principle when
negotiating the Higher Level Stewardship
agreement. The ponies had already been grazing
on nearby Forestry Commission land and had
attracted much local interest.

The herd has attracted new volunteer checkers
and media opportunities.  Hollesley Village Fete
committes donated funds to purchase a new pony
and a delegation from the village met him on his
arrival in May 2010, The local primary schoaol held
a competition to name the pony and a year 6 class
along with a film crew from BBC Look East came
to visit Coco and the rest of the herd this summer.

Equipment

Building on techniques from elsewhere we have
developed a system of two strands of red and
white electric poly wire supported on plastic tread
in posts and wooden or metal comer posts
erected using a Rappa fencing trailer. In an area
with a large deer population visibility and strength
are important but we felt tape would be intrusive.
The: sites are open access land so light-weight
pedestrian gates made from old home-made
sheep pens are hung to allow public access and
we use spring or elastic gates to enable
management access. After the theft of a battery
and energiser from a site we installed metal battery
boxes. Theft and vandalism has not been a
problermn in general however,




We have been working on water saving methods
as the ponles require large amounts of drinking
water and there are no mains outkets or natural
supplies availlabie on our heathland sites apart
from the odd large puddie on compacted tracks.
Several recycled Juice containers have been
installed at Foxburrow Farm to harvest ralnwater
from which we fill our moblle bowser 1o top up
2500 litre plastic tanks on the heaths. These have
roofs with guttering installed over them to gather
rainwater resulting in fewer vehicle movements to
top them up.

The ponies have proved to be robust, popular
and easy to manage, thriving year round on poor
heathland grazing and forging into areas hitherto
ungrazed by our sheep, They seem not to be
phased by dogs and happy to graze within
electric fences. The effects of their grazing Is
more selective than the sheep and plants are
abde to flower, the vegetation in their dunging
areas remains untouched and distinctive fungi
colonise the dung. They graze over a wide area
and a variety of habitats, favouring grass and
gorse but have had little effect on birch and pine
seediings even when confined in smaller
enclosures.

The SITA Trust have been very supportive during
this recent phase of management funding staff
costs, machinery purchase, contract clearances
of scrub, trees and bracken litter, installation of
stock fencing and the purchase of the ponies
and associated equipment.

David Mason rh Suffalk
Suffolk Wildlife Trust = Trust

The Dartmoor Pony

The pedigree Dartmoor Pony, recognized by the
Rare Bresds OSurvival Trust as category 3
“wulnerable', is a very good looking elegant child's
pony with a height limited of 127cm and Is
described by many as a hunter on short legs.
They are renownead for their superb temperament
and excel in a variety of disciplines. Itis also a
very hardy pony from its origin on Dartmoor. It is
inbred into the Dartmoor pony that, in the sort of
habitat it originates from - high, inhospitabla tors,
granite rocky outcrops - it has to constantly eat to
survive. They continue to do so once they are

away from Dartmoor and is something which
owners have to be aware ofl

Although the pony originates on Dartroor, they
are now bred in studs all over England, Scotland
and Wales. Thanks to ponles being exported, they
are also in many of the European countries as well
as in Africa, Australia and North America.

The pedigree Dartmoor pony s wonderful at every
thing it does! As The Dartmoor Pony Soclety we
would say that wouldn't we, but The National




Trust, Natural England, British Wildlife, and English
Heritage, are agreeing with us, as they are
excellent conservation graziers, and in fact are
used as a management tool by all.
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We have members Iiving in various parts of the
country whose ponles graze various sites. One in
particular Is in deepest Bedfordshire at the foot of
a chalk escapement where the Chilterns finally
fade out and dive under the East Anglian clays. It
is home to varous protected areas under the
stewardship of the above conservation agencies.
They are trying to preserve large areas of chalk
downland and In certain cases have tried grazing
cattle, sheep and even goats in an effort to keep
the grass short and the scrub at bay without
causing further damage. MNone had been
particularly successful, and something was
needed to protect the area which in the summer is
home to orchids and the rare Pasgue flower
Thanks to a small herd of Dartmoor Ponies the
area s now being well maintained. They have
earned the name locally of "scrub busters” and are
now grazing three sites.

Their farme has spread as they have appeared on
local TV. At weekends many people take their
families for a walk on the land to see the ponles,
and notices have been erected teling people not
to feed them which they seem to abide by, The
ponies themselves thrive, but with some of the
sites being quite hilly they can stand at the top
with the wind blowing through their manes
probably imagining they are on Dartmoor.

Visitors to Dartmoor during the summer can see
ponies in the Society's upgrading scheme. These
are inspected true-to-type non-registered mares
who run with a pedigree stalion during the

summer, and whose progeny |5 also inspected.
Throwgh the fernale progeny it is possible to grade
up to a fuly registered pedigree pony.  Only
members of the Soclety living within the National
Park with a holding number can participate. Many
do and, since the Scheme was started in 1288 in
conjunction with the Duchy of Cornwall, well over
300 ponles have become fully registered in this
manner supplemeanting the gene pool of the pure

bred pony.

Visitors to Dartmoor will see not only pedigree
ponies roaming on the moor, but ponles of mixed
colours which are not Dartmoor ponies although
are often belng described as such, but simply
ponies on Dartmoor!

The Dartmoor Pony Society is a small Society of
between 600-700 members. The aims of the
Soclety are to encourage and promote the
breeding of registered Pure Bred Dartmoor Ponies
throughout the world, to encourage the breeding
of pure Dartmoor Ponies on Dartmoor, to improve
the conformation of the breed without altering the
essential characteristics of the Dartmoor Pony,
and to encourage and promote the production of
the Dartmoor Pony as a childs pony-undes-
saddle, and to maintain the Dartmoor Pony
Society Stud Book.

To contact the Society for further information
please telephone 01269 844303 or look on the
website at www.dartmoorponysociety.com

=

Viv Brown
Dartmoor Pony Society




Sussex Pony Grazmg and Conservation Trust

Background: The Trust commenced operations
in February 2005 having been set up to take over
the Sussex Downs Conservation Board’s Exmoor
Pony Project. There were three strands to this
decision. Flrstly, It arose after a survey of all chalk
grasslands sites across the South Downs in the
mid-1990s quantified in East Sussex, the many
sites suffering often a combination of
under-grazing and Tor Grass (Brachypodium
pinatum) Invasion. Secondly it stemmed from a
decision to utilise a bequest to the South Downs
Volunteers which, by this time, had accrued tc:
some £13K. The third thread - which electrifiee
my thoughts - came when read g

A major problem in the early years was summer
grazing as this could have had negative effects on
both flora and fauna. To avold this, in some years
grazing on specles-poor grassland was obtained
but this meant that the ponies were only gainfully
employved for half the year. 2004 proved to be a
ground-breaking year with a request to summes
graze part of the Ashdown Forest SSSI (6,000
hectares of heath and woodland), this being 16
hectares owned by the Sussex Police Authaority.
The following year, summer grazing commenced
upon the Sussex Wildlife Trusts Old Lodge Nature
Reserve consisting of 85 hectares of heath and
woodland. Here, one of Europe's rarest fungi then
appeared, Nall Fungus (Poronda puntata), which
lives only on horse dung on acid grassland.

Post 2005: With the Sussex Pony Grazing &
Conservation Trust having now commenced
operations, a decision was quickly Emc:ted 1'.:)
establish a second herd, again sourced thratigh
the Exmoor NPA; the foll Howing, ar, :
expanded tﬂl twe -t It
Seve POnies T & i





























































